
CO-FOUNDER and ARTISTIC DIRECTOR  2023-Present
YOU ARE HERE

You Are Here is a company designed to establish a production of the worldwide 
hit Come From Away in Gander Newfoundland.

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR, ENGLISH THEATRE  2012-2022 
NATIONAL ARTS CENTRE OF CANADA 

During my Tenure at the NAC we:

Fostered the creation and equitable placement of the NAC Indigenous Theatre 
Company which is now a thriving department at the NAC. 

Instituted a Co-Curation model of Artistic Leadership with Montreal’s Black The-
atre Workshop to imagine what a Black National Theatre would look like, result-
ing in the final two years of my tenure featuring equal programming by Black 
Theatre leaders.

Produced and facilitated specifically curated, multi year conversations with the 
Canadian Theatre Community around Indigenous Theatre, Deaf and Disability 
Theatre, Theatre’s role and responsibility around Climate Change. 

Engaged a nationwide Artistic Advisory of 30 individuals who were hired to give 
reports and recommendations on productions in their provinces or specialized 
feilds so that significant works were almost always brought into consideration for 
future programming at the NAC.

Auditioned and maintained a listing of over 1500 professional Canadian actors 
with a consistent commitment to remain connected to the wider nation’s theatres 
and artists.

Hired a Community Consultant whose job was to connect English Theatre with 
the Black Community in Ottawa, resulting in a significant increase in attendance 
and engagement from members of the Black Community.

(During the pandemic)... Achieved our National Mandate both on stage and with 
audiences by producing Grand Acts of Theatre, featuring 19 new outdoor theatri-
cal events created by companies in every province and territory of Canada and 
funded through a swiftly procured partnership with The Royal Bank and the Jenep-
her Hooper Fund for Theatre.

Built partnerships with dozens of theatre companies across Canada through pre-
sentation, touring, consultation, and co-production. 

J ILLIAN M. KEILEY
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 

30 years experience as a Director and Artistic Director across 
Canada and Internationally. 10 years as Artistic Director for 
Canada’s National Arts Centre English Theatre. Founder and 
long time Artistic Director of the widely recognized touring 
creation company Artistic Fraud of Newfoundland. Lead cre-

ative on 65 professional theatre productions across all genres. 
Multiple awards, including the 2004 Siminovitch Prize in 

Theatre (Canada’s largest prize for Theatre) and Honourary 
Doctorates from Memorial University and York University.

AWARDS 

Honorary Doctorate of Letters
Memorial University Newfoundland 
and Labrador 

Honorary Doctorate of Letters
York University 

Canada Council’s John Hirsh Prize 

The Siminovitch Prize in Theatre 

Detailed list of awards available 
upon request.

TEACHING WORKSHOPS / 
MASTERCLASSES  

Regular Instructor with the Nation-
al Theatre School of Canada

Magnetic North Theatre Festival

Puertos Americanos Mexico City

USITT International Technical 
Theatre Conference

Extensive teaching dossier and na-
tional / international workshop pre-
sentations, available upon request.

SEMESTERS /  INTENSIVES 

National Theatre School of Canada 

York University

25 William St.,  
St. John’s, NL, A1C 2S2, Canada 
t - 01 (613) 983-3558              
e - jillkeiley@me.com 



Produced the highest selling production in the 50 year history of the NAC. 

Served as instigator, central fundraiser and driver of the largest co-production ever 
made in Canada: the two part 6 hour epic Fall On Your Knees. 

Produced Stage Advice - a podcast built to examine the Role of Artistic Direc-
tors and Directors featuring interviews with Julie Taymor, Robert LePage and Yäel 
Faber among many others. 

Commissioned the translation of the longest extant writing in the Inuktitut Nat-
tlingmiutut Dialect with a full translation of The Breathing Hole / AGLU - by Col-
leen Murphy and Siobhan Arnatsiaq-Murphy, translated by Janet Tamalik McGrath 
and published by Playwrights Canada Press

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 1996-2012
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR EMIRITUS 2022-Present
ARTISTIC FRAUD of NEWFOUNDLAND

Created Artistic Fraud of Newfoundland, currently a thriving touring and creation 
company with multiple projects in the works or on tour.  Ran Artistic Fraud for 18 
years and is still its primary director, in the role of Artistic Director Emeritus. 

INDEPENDENT DIRECTOR 

Directed shows in Italy, Ireland and Australia.

Created a critically acclaimed production launched in 2001, which has toured 
internationally and continues to captivate audiences through 2025.
.
Directed the highest grossing production in the 50 year history of The Charlotte-
town Festival.

Created and produced an event for the Olympics that brought a traditional dance 
to 6 cities in 5 continents over 14 days.

Produced an outdoor choral festival installation featuring 25 actors and 200 sing-
ers. 

Requested and facilitated the very first professional engagement of an Intimacy 
Director for Theatre.  This was for the Stratford Festival’s production of The 
Bakkhai.  This milestone was featured in the New York Times in 2017.

Directed 6 productions for the famed Stratford Festival,  including 2023’s Richard 
II which the Guardian described as “riveting.”  

Directed the first non-replica production of Come From Away in English, now going 
into its third sell out season.

J ILLIAN M. KEILEY
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 

Queens University

Memorial University (1998-2007) 

Memorial - Grenfell College

List of inclusions in academic and 
professional journals, reports and 
textbooks available upon request.

List of productions available upon 
request.


